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CYCLONES CHAPALA AND MEGH
Since our last newsletter, Hadhramaut has been dominated by a tragic event apart from the
ongoing war in Yemen. Cyclone Chapala, a cyclone of extremely rare violence passed near
Socotra and hit mainland Yemen on 3rd November along the Hadhrami-Mahra coast,
reportedly bringing half a metre of rainfall resulting in devastating floods. According to a
UNHCR statement, around 1,500 families have been driven from their homes after they were
damaged, in an area where three quarters of the population (1.4 million) already needed
humanitarian assistance. A second cyclone, Cyclone Megh, passed directly over Socotra
causing even more destruction there and reached the coastal areas of Hadhramaut and Mahra
on 10th November. More than 6,400 families have been affected in the Shabwa, Mahra and
Hadhramaut governorates.

Cyclone Chapala

We learned that the impacts of this natural
disaster were more devastating than it initially
seemed, stretching well beyond the coastal areas.
FOH has neither the capacity nor the funds to
undertake wide-scale operations as we are not a relief
organisation. However, we were able to provide 62
families in Mukalla with shelter in schools, food,
milk and other provisions. Please donate generously
so we are able to help more cyclone-affected
families.

COMPLETED PROJECTS
Al-Estiqlal School for Girls and Boys, Hidye, west of Shibam
We are proud to have constructed a brand new upper floor in this school, using traditional mud
brick and indigenous materials. The school currently teaches 162 girls and 237 boys from grades
1-9. Five classrooms have been built from scratch as well as a long open balcony outside these
classrooms thus complementing those on the ground floor. Local stones have been used to
strengthen the columns supporting the balcony roof. Fans, electricity, doors and windows have all
been supplied.
It is interesting to note how word spreads regarding our endeavors for girls’ education. The
Director of Al-Estiqlal School in Hidye approached FOH himself with a view to building a new
wing to enable more girls to study as his attention was alerted by the classrooms FOH had built
specifically for girls in Uqran (see Newsletter 15).

Site

Walls built with traditional mud brick

Hasaar is a weed found in Wadi Hadhramaut used traditionally in roof insulation
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Rear view of upper storey
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Boys’ assembly showing new upper storey of classrooms and balcony
Uqran Primary School - FOH elevated the perimeter wall of the School to allow for greater
security.
FOH provided medicines to a few clinics in the Shihr area and to a clinic in Reidat al- Maara
(between Shihr and Tareem) as well as to a few small clinics located within schools in Shihr.
During the war in Yemen, many refugees fled to the Hadhramaut Governorate from Aden to escape
the heavy bombardment. Some of the refugees, totaling 43 families were helped by FOH in
Mukalla with shelter in local schools, where they were provided with food, milk for children,
medicines, water, stoves and mattresses. As they sought refuge during the month of Ramadan,
FOH continued to provide them with these same provisions.
In Wadi Hadhramaut refugees from Aden were helped by FOH with food, medicines and
wheelchairs. FOH also paid for the transportation of desert coolers for the refugees, due to the
exorbitant cost of diesel.
In Ghail Ba Wazir, FOH helped locals provide food and assistance to poor families.
62 families in Mukalla were helped with provisions in the aftermath of Cyclone Chapala including
providing pampers for disabled children.
FOH helped some voluntary teachers with their living expenses in Wadi Hadhramaut.

LEILA INGRAMS 1940-2015
It is with enormous sadness that we announce the death of Leila Ingrams on 22nd March 2015 in
Kent, after a long illness borne with her characteristic bravery. Her funeral service took place at
the Charing Crematorium in Kent on 11th April 2015, followed by a celebration of her life at the
Royal Geographical Society, London on 27th August 2015. An obituary follows.

Leila Ingrams
Leila Ingrams was born in Cairo in 1940 when her parents Harold and Doreen Ingrams (our first
Patron) lived in the Hadhramaut, where Harold served as the Resident Adviser to the Qu’aiti and
Kathiri Sultanates. Leila spent her early childhood in Mukalla, making her first trip through the
Yemen in 1941 together with her older sister Zahra, whom her parents had adopted in 1957 from
a woman of the Sei’ar tribe. After finishing her studies in London, Oxford and Poitiers, she worked
for the Council for Arab British Understanding and in Oman where she remained committed to
the Palestinian cause and the Arab world. She maintained links with Ethiopia, Zanzibar, Mauritius
and Singapore where her parents had served and visited. She published several books including
Yemen Engraved (2006) and Records of Yemen1798-1960 (1993). She organised the permanent
exhibition of her parents’ photographs at the Seiyun Museum and donated several artifacts they
had collected in Hadhramaut to the British Museum.
In August 1997, shortly after Doreen's death, Leila graciously accepted to follow in her mother’s
footsteps and became a Patron of FOH.
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Leila had a family background of abiding affection for and a deep interest in the Hadhramaut,
which continued throughout her life. I had the privilege of travelling with her throughout the
length and breadth of that beautiful country now ravaged by violence, insecurity and increasing
poverty: a humanitarian disaster in the making. She would speak for hours to doctors, nurses,
midwives, teachers, and even to government ministers. She would lament, "If we are to help the
poor people of Hadhramaut then we must serve their needs in a direct, visible and practical way".
Leila was instrumental in securing for FOH used equipment from many hospitals in the South East
and for hosting the memorable Garden Party in 2001 at Great Maytham Hall in Kent to raise funds
for the shipment of these medical supplies. She masterminded several musical evenings for FOH
with Paul Hughes-Smith bringing Hadhrami musicians from Yemen and seeing to all their needs.
She set up a fund for urgently needed medicines in 2001. In 2004, she opened three new classrooms
for girls in a very remote area on the Jol. She conducted a workshop for teaching English in Seiyun
in 2005 in conjunction with FOH and the British Council. For our Tenth Anniversary, she held a
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Excerpts from the Treasurer’s speech at the Royal Over-Seas League on 15th May 2015

reception at the Palace of Westminster attended by 130 Friends and supporters and organised the
first ever London Yemen Film Festival at SOAS, the University of London, which was an
outstanding success. The help she gave to the impoverished people in Hadhramaut affected by the
2008 floods cannot be forgotten. The last time I met Leila was when she came for tea with Joanna
Ellisto my home in2014. She was armed with 10 reprinted copies of her mother's book “A Time
in Arabia” which were a sellout at John and Patricia Ducker's summer garden party in 2014. A
very moving coincidence occurred in the churches of Saint Maryam and Saint George in Lalibela
in Ethiopia when Jose-Marie Bel was able to say a prayer for Leila and her family on exactly the
same day as her funeral. Leila was a frequent visitor to Ethiopia, a country she loved dearly.
Leila Ingrams Funeral, Charing Crematorium, Kent, 11thApril 2015
The small chapel was packed, both on the ground floor as well as the gallery. Leila’s cousin, the
Reverend Peter Ingrams, introduced the service by saying Leila had chosen a service designed to
reflect the four seasons, starting with spring and ending with winter. Faure’s Requiem was played
and its different arias felt extremely spiritual in the context. At the end of the service, Peter
explained the significance of the small pebbles placed on each service sheet in the pews. In front
of Leila’s coffin, decorated with the most beautiful flowers, stood a small table covered in baize.
He asked us to choose one of the pebbles and to come up and to lay it on the table to create a cairn
of pebbles: he related this to a cairn at the wayside often created by those on a pilgrimage and
cairns are also to be found in Hadhramaut.
As we came out of the chapel, the light rain had stopped and sunshine flooded the gardens of the
crematorium, with cherry trees, camellia bushes and even an early flowering rhododendron with
spring flowers under foot.
Joanna Ellis represented more than 600 members of FOH at the funeral together with several
Friends: June and Melanie Lake, Dr. Adel Awlaqi, Caroline Gordon, Vivienne Sharp, Audrey
Allfree, Dr. Noel Brehony and Paul Hughes-Smith.
V. Sharp
Note from the Ingrams family
If you worked with Leila, and/or
knew her personally, the family
would be grateful if you could get in
touch with memories and details
about her life as they are compiling a
short biography to celebrate her
life:ingrams.elizabeth@gmail.com.

FOH is grateful to those Friends who attended –
“An Invitation to remember and give thanks for
Leila Ingrams: Traveller, Writer and Researcher at
the Royal Geographical Society, London on 27th
August 2015”. Peter Danby-Smith, Caroline Gordon,
Trevor Mostyn, Alan D’Arcy, Stephen Day, June &
Melanie Lake, Sultana & Fatima Al-Qu’aiti, Audrey
Allfree, Lorraine King, Vivienne Sharp, Diana Lloyd,
Patricia& Charles Aithie, Tom Stacey,

Petra Bakewell Stone, Jill Hammans, Shahina Ghazanfar, Paul Hughes-Smith, Francine Stone,
Anderson Bakewell, Aziza Allard Alatas, Dr. Noel Brehony, Mr. & Mrs. Muhammed Bin Dohry,
Dr. Adel Aulaqi, Philippa Vaughan, Col. Ian & Mrs. Hywel-Jones, Julian Paxton, Thanos Petouris,
John & Patricia Ducker, John Dollar, David Halford, Angela Kilmartin, Caroline & Anne Carey,
Nanina Shaw-Reade, Zaida & Yumna Zain, John Harding, Jim & Norma Turnbull, Christopher &
Primrose Arnander, John Shipman, John Mason, Col. Brian & Mrs. Lees and Karima Mustafa.
FOH received messages of condolence from: Clara Rachel Casseus, Mr. & Mrs. D J Elmes,
Richard Trounson, Jose-Marie Bel, Ahmed Rashid, James Budd, Meriel Buxton, Julia Miles,
Nannina Shaw-Reade, Dr. Hanne Schōnig, Dr. Razia Sulatnova, Caroline Islam, Saleha Farooqui,
Wolfgang Gaerte, Jane Rouquette, Claire Hardy-Guilbert, Vivienne Sharp, Nicholas & Jill
Hammans, Ulla Calvert, Paul Hughes-Smith, Julia Sanders, Lady Green, Ann Mytton, Dr. Thanos
Petouris, John Watt Dollar, Mark G. Hambley, Patricia Aithie and Petra Sugdon
OUR NEW PATRONS
The Trustees have decided that for the future two new patrons would best meet our needs. The
office of patron, although purely honorary still has representational functions that any incumbent
would wish to exercise: namely, to attend events, and by example encourage others to do so, and
perhaps occasionally to help organise them and speak at them. John Harding and John Ducker
have both graciously accepted our invitation and we are delighted that they have joined Joanna
Ellis in steering the charity forward into its second decade. Brief biographies follow.
John Harding (FOH 10.4.97)
“I should be delighted and honoured to accept the Trustees’ invitation that I become a Patron of
Friends of Hadhramaut”.
John Harding was born in 1934. He was educated at Stowe and Trinity College, Cambridge. After
National Service with the Welsh Guards, he served in the Colonial Administrative Service in South
Arabia (1960-65) as an Assistant Adviser in the Eastern Aden Protectorate (Hadhramaut), an
administrator in Aden, and a political officer in Lahej and Radfan. After Arabia, he emigrated to
Australia, returning to Britain to resume a full time career with a City of London law firm.
Formerly a Vice-President of the Alpine Club, he has written and lectured extensively on mountain
adventure. His Pyrenean High Route was published in 2000. In his book Roads to Nowhere, A
South Arabian Odyssey1960-1965 (2009), he writes candidly about his time in the Hadhramaut
where he served as a young British Colonial Officer. He and his wife Georgina now live on the
Gower Peninsula in Wales.

John Ducker (FOH 1.8.06)
“I am honored to have been asked to become a Patron of Friends of Hadhramaut”.
John Ducker was born in 1937 in Hertfordshire and studied Geography at Oxford University where
he completed the Colonial Service Course before going to Aden where he worked for the British
Overseas Civil Service (1960-67). After 18 months in the Aden Secretariat, he was posted to the
Eastern Aden Protectorate, serving as the Assistant Adviser Northern Deserts based in al-Abr and
thereafter he was sent to Mukalla, where he was involved in implementing various development
projects, especially concerning education. From 1964 he acted as Deputy Resident Adviser in
Mukalla until he left the service in May 1967. He also spent three months in the residency office
in Seiyun in 1965.
He then joined the World Bank where he worked on African countries, Afghanistan, Rumania,
Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia. Since returning to England in 2000, he and his wife Patricia have been
managing woodlands in Gloucestershire, where they hosted FOH at a summer garden party in
2014, attended by over 100 guests. John and Patricia have both lived in the Hadhramaut and John’s
contribution to Without Glory in Arabia (2006) attests his interest in and knowledge of the region.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS
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Warda Zahid
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Anthony Smith
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Ali al-Mihdar

John Shipman

Philip & Brigid Jacob
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Fay Huidekoper-Cope
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Doretta Meshiea

We are very grateful to Renate Husseini for a generous donation in memory of her late father and
acknowledge with deep gratitude a generous donation from Richard Trounson and a family in
Saudi Arabia who wish to remain anonymous. The following Friends continue to support us
through standing orders: Lady Bute, the Lord Green of Deddington, J. Lush, F. J.Pocock, A.
Chowdhury, E. Whitaker, C.Arnander, T.Petouris, Suad H. Al-Juffali and J.Ady.

ROYAL OVER-SEAS LEAGUE DINNER LONDON 15thMAY 2015
The Royal Over-Seas League in London left no stone unturned to ensure
the success of our fund-raising event in the Hall of India and Pakistan
where we had celebrated our Tenth Anniversary dinner with the artist
David Shepherd. FOH was in fact launched in the ROSL in 1997, our
links with the club now spanning two decades. The seated dinner was
attended by 130 Friends and supporters who had travelled from all over
the UK, as well as from France, Germany, Italy, Montenegro, Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan, UAE and USA.

Our patron Joanna Ellis graced the occasion along with members from the Ingrams family.
Tributes to Leila’s wonderful life and achievements were shared by the Treasurer and a few
moments of silence were observed in her memory.
FOH were extremely fortunate to have Rory Stuart, Edwin Francis, Donata Incialdi, Shelagh
Stuchbery and Michael Fitzpatrick regale us with a splendid performance of Shakespeare’s sonnets
and contemporary songs. Not only had they flown from Rome specifically for FOH and arranged
their own accommodation but they also waived their performing fees. Their rendering of sonnets
and songs were greatly appreciated and much enjoyed by the guests as can be seen from the
comments below.

Brian Fyfield-Shayler with Friends from Italy

Londoners: “What a glittering and inventive
evening, a comprehensive success, endorsing the
loyalty FOH has built up”. “We enjoyed the evening
and it was wonderful to see once again how much
energy activates the Friends”. “Such a happy evening
with delightful entertainment, all in aid of such an
essential cause”. “What an enjoyable evening,
congratulations to FOH on amazing organisation
bringing together 150 Friends”. “A very successful
evening, I enjoyed the tutored tasting of
Shakespeare’s sonnets”. “Thank you so much as
always for getting together such a great crowd of
people to support Hadhramaut”. “It was so well
organized, I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity
talking to people sharing our experiences of Arabia”.
“It was a great joy to be supporting such a great
cause”. “What a tremendous result for all your efforts
for FOH, it was a great joy to support such a good
cause”. “Thank you for giving so many of us such a
happy evening all in aid of such an essential cause.
The organisational skills of the FOH team are
remarkable”.
Lancashire: “I really respect the work FOH is doing…

a splendid evening”
Suffolk: “Very much enjoyed the whole evening, only too pleased to contribute to the very worthy
cause”
Kent: “What a well organised event”
Gloucestershire: “Clearly an interesting far-reaching charity-huge variety of projects”

Abu Dhabi: “Such an important time to support the Hadhramis. I applaud the FOH team for
their hard work and effort, especially the Local Coordinator”
Edinburgh: “The sonnets were brilliant, as was the singing… a wonderful idea… such fun
meeting so many new and old Friends”
Wimbledon: “What a super “Supper with Sonnets’… hope FOH raised suitable sums for the
desperate straits that the Hadhramaut must be suffering”
The sum of £3,902.15 was raised for FOH

FOH Patron Joanna Ellis with the Ingrams family

Friends enjoying the evening

NEWS OF THE CHAIRMAN
Saleh al-Qu’aiti is currently working in Jeddah. He would be happy to meet any Friends visiting
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: salehbinghalib@hotmail.com
NEWS OF THE ADVISER
Brian Fyfield-Shayler is happy and relieved that everything he formerly did for the charity is now
done very successfully by our younger generation of trustees -- especially since many of these
tasks now involve electronic wizardry with which he is not familiar. Though relinquishing his role
as Secretary, he remains a trustee and continues to keep an eye on our Euro account, which is
administered from his local NatWest branch in Tavistock. He will always be pleased to lend a
hand or a word of advice if called upon.
In April, Brian was once again in Italy, staying with his old friend Alessandro Sacchetti,
Coordinator of our Italian Branch. Everywhere he went, people were still talking of our Venice
lunch on the Grand Canal, and asking when and where the next event in Italy will be held!
In May, Brian headed for London and our fabulous dinner at the Royal Over-Seas League. He
was particularly pleased to see there a good number of our supporters from Italy, including Dr.
Ava Cappelletti from Padua and her guests, and Rory Stuart from Rome with his band of musicians
and entertainers.
Our annual meeting of trustees, at the London home of our Treasurer, afforded a rare opportunity
to talk on the phone with our Local Coordinator, to discover from “our man on the spot” that
despite the very difficult situation in Hadhramaut, he and his helpers are still able to support many
of our projects there and, in addition, to provide emergency help for some of the tens of thousands
of refugees who have poured into the area.
Brian plans to rustle up a large party of friends and colleagues to come to our Autumn Garden
Party in Torquay, and hopes to see many Friends there.
NEWS OF THE LOCAL COORDINATOR
Salah al-Qu’aiti has indefatigably continued to look after the interests of FOH in the face of
insurmountable difficulties during the current war in Yemen, ever mindful of the fact that the
continuous funds we receive from all over the world must be translated into tangible reality on the
ground. This being our foremost concern, the trustees decided to help some of these refugees
seeking shelter in Hadhramaut and to aid some poor families throughout the province with
provisions and victuals. Salah has also been able to fulfill our educational mandate by constructing
more classrooms for girls in Wadi Hadhramaut: see Completed Projects. His son, Muhammad, is
currently studying medicine at the University of Hadhramaut in Mukalla and would welcome any
medical encyclopedia, manuals, etc.
We would like to offer Salah our profuse thanks and gratitude for his tireless, unstinting efforts on
behalf of the people of Hadhramaut. Please feel free to contact him: salahquaiti6632@gmail.com

NEWS OF THE TREASURER
Sultana al-Qu’aiti helped organise the ROSL Dinner in London in May 2015, along with her sister
Rukhsana Rashid. She was delighted to accommodate Renate Husseini and José-Marie Bel during
their sojourn in London, both of whom are intrepid and dedicated supporters of the charity. She
visited Torquay in September at the invitation of Alan D’Arcy (FOH 23.1.97), Andrew Mead
(ICING) and Yousif al-Nassar (FOH 10.9.99) to discuss arrangements for our next garden party
in September 2016. It was an occasion for Alan and Andrew to meet each other after ten years,
having both attended the inauguration of our Sewing Centre in Mukalla in 2005.
CONDOLENCES
Our deep sympathy to Emma Webber, on the death of her grandmother Margaret Jessop(FOH
17.5.03) who died on 21st December 2012 in the Okanagan in Canada at the age of 83. She was
first married to Jock Snell and lived in the Hadhramaut in the 1960’s: “She always held her time
in the Hadhramaut very dearly in her heart”
Our deep sympathy to the family of Dr. William M Marshall (FOH 1.1.97) who died in
Cambridgeshire in December, 2014
Our deep sympathy to the family of Widad Shihabi (FOH 20.7.97) who died in Portugal on 1st
February 2015
Our deep sympathy to the family of Leila Ingrams (FOH 30.1.97) who died in Ashford, Kent on
22nd March 2015
Our deep sympathy to Nariman Abbas (FOH 8.4.97) on the death of her mother Zainab Aied on
22nd August in Cairo
Our deep sympathy to Joelle Febvre (FOH 18.6.97) on the death of her brother Alain Serret de
Castelnau in September 2015 in France
Our deep sympathy to the family of Hugh Leach OBE (FOH 16.1.97) who died in Somerset on
14th November 2015, aged 81. Hugh was one of our earliest supporters and a regular donor to
FOH. He will be greatly missed
Our deep sympathy to Dr. Shaheen Khattak on the death of her sister Begum Zeb Ayub in
Islamabad on 18th December 2015
Our deep sympathy to Rebecca Camu and Mike Wigan and families on the death of their mother
Mrs. Wigan in the autumn
THANKS
Geoffrey Calvert OBE for auditing our Annual Accounts

Rukhsana Rashid, Maija Calvert, Fatima Al-Qu’aiti, Renate Husseini for great help at ROSL
dinner in May
Tony Hanmer, Liza Keoshgarian, Marius and the Banqueting Department of ROSL for
organising a splendid dinner
Tasnim Amod and Alya Komsani for posting fliers in UK and Rukhsana Rashid in Pakistan as
well as her invaluable help with this newsletter
Joanna Ellis for representing FOH at Leila Ingrams’ funeral in April
Rory Stuart, Edwin Francis, Donata Incialdi, Shelagh Stuchbery and Michael Fitzpatrick for
coming all the way from Rome to perform for us at the ROSL dinner
Peter, Sandy and Elisabeth Ingrams for hosting FOH and others at a Remembrance of Leila
Ingrams’ life at the RGS in London in August and for donating Hadhrami crafts, incense, henna,
baskets, clothing and photographs to be sold at our next garden party
Huraiby El-Huraiby, our Web Master for assiduously uploading all 18 Newsletters onto the
website. Password for access: frankincense
Jose-Marie Bel for donating beautiful, laminated book-marks to the ROSL event and for
continuing to publicise the work of FOH in his newsletter Espace Reine de Saba
The British Yemeni Society for including a link to the FOH website on their new website
Elizabeth Loving for a Singer sewing machine
CONGRATULATIONS
Maija Calvert (FOH 23.1.09) on her appointment as our Local Coordinator in France and on
her new teaching assignment in Paris. Maija is more than happy to coordinate with FOH members
in France and elsewhere who wish to attend our 20th Anniversary Celebrations in Paris on 13.5.17:
maijacalvert@googlemail.com
Anne Carey (FOH 6.6.97) on becoming a great grandmother in October
David and Anne Grainger on joining the Caravanning Club Rally in Valencia
Dr. Noel Brehony (FOH 1.9.09) and John Shipman (FOH 28.1.97) on the publication of their
forthcoming book for the Hadhramaut Research Centre entitled Migration from Yemen: The
Politics and Identity of the Hadhrami Diaspora
Susie Harding-Edgar (FOH 18.5.98) on her art exhibition at The Printmakers Gallery, Stroud

Alan D’Arcy (FOH 23.1.97) on the marriage of his ward Muhammad Awadh Muhammad alWazir in Jeddah in November
Rosemary Kluth (FOH 28.2.02) on the birth of her two grandchildren Leander and Nadja
Hamid Ismailov (FOH 21.1.00) on his new novel The Underground
Felipe Fernandez-Armesto (FOH 31.12.96) on his new book A Foot in the River
Renate and Taha Husseini (FOH 9.11.04) on the birth of their ninth grandchild Sarah
Princess Caroline Murat (FOH 1.9.97) on an Evening of Chopin with the Savannah Philarmonic
in March which was attended by FOH Norma and Jim Turnbull, Charles Taylor and Samir
Nikocevic
Ann Mytton (FOH 13.6.99) whose woodcut ‘Spring Fields Near Trevalyor’ went on show at the
Pallant House Gallery in Chichester
Dr. Noel Brehony (FOH 1.9.09), Dr. Iain Walker (FOH 6.5.14) and Sultan GBA Al-Qu’aiti
(27.4.97) on their participation at the King Faisal Foundation Workshop on ‘Rebuilding Yemen’
in Riyadh in October
Andrew Mead (founder member of ICING and honorary FOH) on receiving the Rawabi Holding
Award in 2014 from the Saudi British Society
Angela Kilmartin (FOH 16.12.96) on her election as a Braintree District Councilor and a Witham
Town Councilor
Dr. Salma Damluji (FOH 28.7.98) on her lecture ‘Islamic and Vernacular Design’ in Jeddah in
April attended by FOH Sultan GBA Al-Qu’aiti, Sheikha al-Attas and S. Binladin
Peter Sanders (FOH 20.7.98) on his exhibition at The Empty Quarter in Dubai in February
Emma Clark (FOH 11.7.98) on her lectures ‘In Search of Paradise’ at Christies in April and the
‘Islamic Garden’ at the Pakistan Society in February
Dr. Hatoon Al-Fassi (FOH 14.7.97) on receiving an award by Sayyidaty Magazine for her social
and humanitarian work in Riyadh
Muhammad Bin-Dohry (FOH 13.8.97) on organising a conference “Rediscovering Hadhramaut”
at SOAS University of London in March at which FOH Dr. Noel Brehony, Dr. Iain Walker, Dr.
Adel Aulaqi, and Thanos Petouris spoke
William Facey (FOH 1.12.06) of Arabian Publishing and Peter Harrigan (FOH 12.2.06) of
Medina Publishing who will now operate under the same roof in Surbiton

Julia Miles (FOH 18.7.97) on the publication of her book The Ambassador’s Wife’s Tale in June
and on the births of her two grandsons
Dr. Ali Al-Mihdar (FOH 13.12.06) on being awarded the degree of Ph.D in Law by Alexandria
University and on receiving the Rawabi Holding Award 2016 from the Saudi British Society
Carol and Mark Blackett-Ord (FOH 16.4.97) on the marriages of their two daughters in February
Dr. Heather Elgood (FOH 18.7.97) on being awarded a MBE
Deborah Moggach (FOH 1.5.06) on her new novel Something to Hide
Sultan GBA Al-Qu’aiti on the launch in Riyadh of a new Encyclopaedia on Yafa’ to which he
contributed
Elizabeth Chappell on her talk on Hiroshima survivors at the British Library in December
FROM AROUND THE WORLD
18 NEW Friends subscribed in 2015, bringing our membership to 620.
Cambridge: “I see the situation in Yemen is not affecting your work too drastically… I grieve for
the old Yemen”
Paris: “Pour moi s’ecroule l’espoir de retourner dans le plus beau pays arabe et dans la ville qui
est ma ville-star hadhramie al Shihr – pour y travailler à la culture, y concevoir un muse…
Defendre cette civilisation a laquelle j’ai consacrè 40 ans de ma vie maintenant!”
Florida: “I am glad my father Peter Lenthall had pleasure from FOH”
Washington DC: “I can’t imagine how painful the situation in Yemen must be for FOH… I am
glad that FOH has resumed its good works in spite of the war”
Sunderland: “We are sorry that the civil war and turmoil continues… how awful for all the
ordinary people who simply want to get on with their lives...we sincerely hope that the latest
upsurge in violence in Yemen has not impacted on FOH’s good work in the Hadhramaut”
Virginia: “Congratulations for all your work on behalf of education. I am amazed FOH is able to
do so much while the country is falling apart”
FOH ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
Our audited accounts and official returns (as required by UK law) are prepared by the Treasurer
and presented to the Charity Commissioner online by our Corresponding Secretary Fatima AlQu’aiti, after an Independent Examination by Geoff Calvert. The accounts may be inspected on
the Charity Commissioner’s website: www.charitycommission.gov.uk

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
We welcome contributions, comments and suggestions and reserve the right to edit or shorten any
material submitted to: hadhramaut@btinternet.com
Audrey Allfree (Secretary, British Yemeni Society) has asked the editor to alert FOH to the new
BYS website: www.b-ys.org.uk
Barbados: What a wonderful newsletter…. The publication and the charity have come such a long
way since 1997. Congratulations on all the hard work and effort this represents
Germany: I started reading the newsletter and could not stop before the end…it is really amazing
what FOH is doing in Hadhramaut, despite all the problems there…it is incredible how many
members have so many interesting stories to tell about their connections to this part of the world
Surrey: It was good to hear that work is still proceeding on many projects in the Hadhramaut; to
improve schools, medical facilities, and the way of life of the people. Conditions must be very
difficult at present and we can only hope that there will be peace soon and that people can return
to a normal way of life
Paris: Merci pour votre bulletin qui nous tient au courant de vos belles realisations – pour cette
cause
Oxford: I very much enjoyed reading the newsletter… the work FOH is doing is nothing short of
magnificent and huge credit goes to the Local Coordinator… and it is to the Charity’s kudos that
as the money comes in, FOH has developed into one big family and an international one. I doubt
whether any other charity shows such interest in and appreciation of its supporters!
From Gloucestershire: FOH is an amazing charity – we feel proud to be part of an organization
that works so hard to help others in need….We hope others will embrace the charity with as much
enthusiasm as we have….We try to follow events in Hadhramaut, and grieve at the horrors being
perpetrated there
Jeddah: Thank you very much for sharing this interesting issue. Good luck for all your future
events
Washington DC: What a good job FOH is doing
From Devon: What a splendid picture your newsletter presents both of the work of FOH and what
it contributes each year to your projects in Hadhramaut and the great friendship it has nurtured
across continents and ethnic backgrounds….A very interesting FOH newsletter….The newsletter
is extraordinarily good! So much detail, so many of our supporters mentioned by name, so much
good news of the various girls’ schools… a really superb job done by the editorial team

From London: The newsletter makes wonderfully interesting reading. Great work is being done.
….Many congratulations on the newsletter – a fine, painstaking record of the multiple activities
and events associated with FOH….I was greatly impressed by the newsletter – its scope, content
and arrangement. I was also impressed by the many good works being carried out in Hadhramaut
itself….However small the project, I know how much it means in Hadhramaut. Salah is doing an
amazing job in very difficult circumstances….FOH is blessed for the amount of work you do for
poor women. As active as always in an area of great need… Hadhramaut seems more remote than
ever in today’s world
California: Great progress and good work!
From Italy: Reading the newsletter really makes people want to help....I enjoyed your excellent
newsletter
Lancashire: I am impressed by the activity of the charity
New York: Congratulations for all your work on behalf of education… I am amazed FOH is able
to do so much when the country is falling apart
Berlin: What a wonderful newsletter
Colombo: What wonderful work… I am full of admiration
Cambridge: Thank you for the beautifully written and edited newsletter which must do so much
to knit the Friends together and recalls your warm inclusiveness and Arabia. Please convey my
thanks to the Editor
Dublin: No doubt the Friends are more needed than ever
Norfolk: With all the upheavals all over the Middle East, my prayers are for FOH

LEGACIES AND WILLS
Those thinking about leaving a legacy to FOH can check our bona fides by consulting the website
of the Charity Commission of England & Wales: www.charitycommission.gov.uk. We have been
registered with the Commissioners under Charity Number 1062560 since May 1997. We hope you
do not feel it insensitive of us to raise this matter, but if you are planning your will (or making
additions to an existing one) we cannot over emphasise how grateful we, and the poorest people
of Hadhramaut would be for a bequest from you. If there is a particular project you are interested
in supporting, or specific terms and conditions you would like to make, please contact our

Treasurer at our registered address, or ask your solicitor to do so. Our charity’s name and code
number is listed on the Inland Revenue website: FAC24JG.

ITEMS FOR SALE
The items listed below are for sale from the FOH registered address.


Two framed prints of David Shepherd's paintings of Mukalla and Shibam (executed in the
1960s) donated by the estate of Peter Lenthall to be sold to any Friend bidding upwards of
£300 each. Offers may be sent by post to the registered address or by email.



Four aerial views of Hadhramaut, reproduced in black and white from photos taken by
Group Capt. JA Field in 1937 can be purchased at £10 for 25 cards.



English bone china mugs with FOH logo at £12 each or £20 for 2.



Charles Foster-Hall has watercolours and etchings of Hadhramaut for sale via his website:
www.charlesfoster-hall.com with part of the sales’ proceeds donated to FOH.

GIFT AID
Gift Aid is extremely valuable to FOH and may be claimed only on unencumbered donations upon
which the donor has paid UK Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the amount of Gift
Aid claimed in the relevant tax year.

WANTED
Should any Friends have any Hadhrami crafts, artifacts, paintings, books etc. they would like to
donate to our forthcoming Bazaar in Torquay, please get in touch with the Treasurer:
hayatulmir@gmail.com
We are looking for any Friends who would be willing to act as Local Coordinators in USA/Canada,
Austria/Germany and Malaysia/Singapore.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Yousif al-Nassar (FOH 10.9.99) has graciously
offered to host FOH and supporters at an Autumn
Garden Party at his home, Thatcher House, set in 7
acres of landscaped gardens off Ilsham Marine
Drive, Torquay on Saturday 17th September
2016. Fliers will be sent out in the summer giving
full details.

Views from Thatcher House, Torquay

Jose-Marie Bel (FOH 15.5.98) will host FOH at his gallery in Paris on Saturday 13th May
2017where he will mount an exhibition on Hadhramaut to coincide with our 20th anniversary
celebrationswww.espacereinedesaba.org
Friends of Socotra and FOH are in discussion regarding a possible joint meeting of our two
charities in the near future. The FOS Committee (two of whose members are FOH) have kindly
invited us to their AGM in Tubingen, Germany in 2016 and FOH have reciprocated by inviting all
Friends of Socotra to our 20th Anniversary Celebration in Paris in May 2017. Details will be sent
with the Autumn Garden Party flier.

Email Address: hadhramaut@btinternet.com
If all Friends could receive their newsletters and fliers by email, it would save
the charity printing and postage costs. Please inform us if your postal
address/email has changed. Thank you.

